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Regional Issues & Trends is a presentation of theFairfield County Information Exchange, launched in 1990 by The Business 

Council of Fairfield County.  It has become a respected source for information on the issues and trends related to the region's 

marketplace, its workers, industries, and economic development challenges.

The Information Exchange is supported by corporations located throughout the county, in addition to a network of public 

officials, CEOs, public, private and non-profit leaders from throughout the 23-town region, and the state Department of 

Economic and Community Development.

The Exchange publishes The Fairfield County Economic Profile, a 125 page factbookfor anyone seeking to understand the 

Fairfield County market. The Exchange also distributes periodic reports analyzing the region's economic development assets, as 

well as its challenges. Past reports have focused on the region's job recovery, higher education institutions, regional airports, 

transportation patterns, cost of business improvements, trends in employment, housing, retail sales, office space, and other 

economic benchmarks. Additional resources are available at www.BusinessFairfield.com/fcie.htm.

The Exchange is served by a steering committee of regional business leaders including The AshforthCompany; 

CB Richard Ellis; Connecticut Light & Power; Deloitte; Finn Dixon and Herling LLPΤ WƻƴŜǎ [ŀƴƎ [ŀ{ŀƭƭŜΤ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ 

Munns& Dobbins, LLP; TD Bank; and Wells Fargo.
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Moving from Recession to Recovery



National Context

ï2010 elections were a pivot point in public debate 
and federal actions, turning national dialogue from 
economic growth to deficit reduction.

ï2011 Q2: National private sector recovery slowing. 

ïState and municipal level government crises 
throughout the nation.

ïDebt ceiling debate raising uncertainty.

ïIraq and Afghanistan decisions looming.

ïPresidential campaigns are starting.
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National Context (continued)

ÅNation continues to experience several 
inflection points simultaneously.
ïDemographics
ïHealth care demand
ïSustainability
ÅEnergy
ÅClimate change

ïtǳōƭƛŎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ  ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ 
and competency
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Connecticut Context

ÅDivided government has returned to Washington
ÅUnified government has arrived in Connecticut
ïActive executive as Governor for first time in a generation.

ÅUnprecedented state budget deficit addressed by 
package of taxes, cuts and labor concessions.
ÅPublic sector service impact significant, but not 

EOLAWKI.
ÅDisparities continue to grow
ïIncome
ïEducational attainment

5



Connecticut Context

ÅKey questions:

ïLǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƛǎŎŀƭƭȅ άǊŜŀƭέΚ

ïWill labor concessions be ratified?

ïWhen will economic growth become a public 
sector priority?

ïWhat impact will federal government actions have 
ƻƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ
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Hartford

ÅMost recent projection is a $656m favorable variance, 
eliminating need to borrow/bond to meet operating 
expenses ς$170m more than April estimates
ïDecrease in expenditures = $128 m
ïIncrease in revenues = $70m
ï$3.50/mo surcharge on CL&P customers to end

ÅPre-Recession level bonding for capital programs - $2 b 
each fiscal year
ï$1b for municipal school construction
ï$1b for road, bridge and transp infrastructure
ï$700m municipal grants for sewage plant upgrades
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State Funding Crisis

ÅConnecticut Regional Institute for 21st Century has 
released reports focusing on state spending
ïLong Term Care
ÅAging population drives demand for LTC
ÅUnder current LTC model, annual Medicaid LTC spending will 

increase by more than $3B by 2025

ïCorrection, Parole and Probation 
ÅOne of fastest growing segments of budget; Corrections  budget 

has increased 280% since 1990
ÅPrison pop is declining 

ïPensions and other post employment benefits
Åмн҈ ƻŦ /ǘΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ςalmost $3B ςis for the annual required 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ
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CENSUS 2010: A New Decade of 
Demographic Data

ÅPopulation Mix

ÅGrowth

ÅMovement

ÅAge

ÅForeign Born

ÅBirths
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New Census shows mixed rate of 
growth

Growth 2010 Pop 1990-2000 2000-2010
Increasedgrowth 
over 90-00

US 308,745,538 13.2% 9.7%

Connecticut 3,574,097 3.6% 4.9% ã

Fairfield County 916,829 6.6% 3.9%

Hartford County 894,014 6.3% 4.3%

New Haven County 862,477 2.4% 4.7% ã

New York State 19,378,102 5.5% 2.1%
NYC is disputingfor 
undercounting

New Jersey 8,791,894 8.9% 4.5%
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Positive growth, but for some, slower 
than previous decade

Growth 2010 Pop 1990-2000 2000-2010

Bridgeport 144,229 -1.5% 3.4%
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎNew Haven 129,779 -5.2% 5.0%

Hartford 124,775 -13.0% 2.6%

Stamford 122,643 8.4% 4.7%

Waterbury 110,366 -1.6% 2.9%

Norwalk 85,603 5.9% 3.2%

Danbury 80,893 14.1% 8.1%

Greenwich 61,171 4.6% .1%

Fairfield 59,404 7.3% 3.6%
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Connecticut resembles US as whole

ÅOut of NE, CT is more like US racially and 
ethnically 

ÅRural and urban

ÅBig cities, small towns

ÅPopulation gain from new immigrant 
minorities

USA Today, March 2011 12



Hispanic/Latino Population Growth in 
CT 2000-2010

2000 Pop % of Pop 2010 Pop % of Pop

Connecticut 320,323 9.4% 479,087 13.4%

FairfieldCounty 104,835 11.9% 155,025 16.9%

Bridgeport 44,478 31.9% 55,100 38.2%

Danbury 11,791 15.8% 20,185 25%

Norwalk 12,966 15.6% 20,770 24.3%

Stamford 19,635 16.8% 29,188 23.8%
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ω IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎκ[ŀǘƛƴƻ 
pop represents 17% 
of Fairfield County 
population in 2010 
vs. 12% in 2000

ω DǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ 
increased at state 
level by 49.6% since 
2000, by 48.9% at 
county level.

ÅNorwalk saw 60% 
increase; Stamford 
49%; Danbury 71%

US Census, 2010



Fairfield Co Population by
Race and Ethnicity 2010

Total Pop White Black or 
African 

American

Asian or 
Pacific 

Islander

Some 
other

Two or 
more races

Connecticut 3,574,097 77.6% 10.1% 3.8% 5.6% 2.6%

FairfieldCounty 916,829 74.8% 10.8% 4.6% 6.8% 2.6%

Bridgeport 144,229 39.6% 34.6% 3.5% 17.5% 4.3%

Danbury 80,893 68.2% 7.2% 6.8% 12.9% 4.5%

Norwalk 85,603 68.7% 14.2% 4.9% 9.0% 2.8%

Stamford 122,643 65% 13.9% 8.0% 9.7% 3.2%
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Percent Change in Race and Ethnicity 
2000-2010

% Change 
2000 to 2010

Total 
Pop

White Black or 
African 
American

Asian or 
Pacific 
Islander

Some 
other

Two or 
more
races

Hispanic 
or Latino 
of any 
race 

Conn 4.9% -0.3% 16.9% 64.7% 34.8% 23.8% 49.6%

Fairfield
County

3.9% -2.0% 12.4 % 47.4 % 50.6% 9.5% 47.9%

Bridgeport 3.4% -9.2% 16.1% 8.2% 22% -19.4% 23.9%

Danbury 8.1% -2.9% 14.7% 34.0% 84.2% 23.1% 71.2%

Norwalk 3.2% -4.1% -3.8% 51.6% 114.4% -1.4% 60.2%

Stamford 4.7% -2.5% -5.3% 65.4% 56.4% 7.5% 48.7%
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Birthplaces of Fairfield Co. 
Foreign Born

2.7 0.3

50.1

2.8

17.5

26.6

North America

Oceania

Latin America

Africa

Asia

Europe

China 3%
India 6%

Haiti  4% Brazil 7%
Jamaica 5% Ecuador 6%
Mexico 5%
Guatemala 5%

UK 4%
Italy 3%
Poland 3%
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Population Change in Fairfield County
April 1, 2000 ςJuly 1, 2009 

Area Pop
2009

Change, 
2000-2009

Vital Events Net Migration

No %
Natural
Increase

Births Deaths Total Intl* Domestic

CT 3,518,288 112,681 3.3 116,905 388,331 271,426 16,608 112,936 -96,328

Fairfield 
County

901,208 18,641 2.1 46,291 108,655 62,364 -22,755 51,294 -74,049

Fairfield Co population gained by international movement accounted for 6% of 
population in 2009

Fairfield Co population gained by births-deaths accounted for 5% of population in 2009

Domestic migration greater than the natural increase of population

US Census, Population Estimates ς2010, Census has not yet updated data
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Population Change in Fairfield County:
Each Year from 2000-2009
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>International Relos 
outpace natural increase

>Slowing of movement out

>Restricted movement 
since no region was spared 
in downturn?

7/00-7/03
Recession

3/08-12/09
Recession
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The Fine Print

Å Net Domestic Migration - The difference between domestic in-migration to an area and 
domestic out-migration from the same area during a time period. Domestic in- and out-
migration consist of moves where both the origin and the destination are within the United 
States (excluding Puerto Rico). The net domestic migration rate expresses net domestic 
ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǇƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
time period. Rates are expressed per 1,000 population.

Å Net International Migration - Any change of residence across the borders of the United States 
(50 states and District of Columbia). The U.S. Census Bureau makes estimates of net 
international migration for the nation, states, and counties. We estimate net international 
migration in four parts: (1) net international migration of the foreign born, (2) net migration 
between the United States and Puerto Rico, (3) net migration of natives to and from the 
United States, and (4) net movement of the Armed Forces population between the United 
States and overseas. The largest component, net international migration of the foreign born, 
includes lawful permanent residents (immigrants), temporary migrants (such as students), 
humanitarian migrants (such as refugees), and people illegally present in the United States. 
Currently, we do not estimate these components individually. The Census definition of 
foreign born is available on the foreign-born population page. The international migration 
ǊŀǘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƴŜǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
population at the midpoint of the time period. Rates are expressed per 1,000 population.
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The Fine Print (continued)

ÅNet Migration - Net domestic migration plus net 
international migration. The net migration rate expresses 
net migration during a time period as a proportion of an 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǇƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 

ÅForeign born -People who are not U.S. citizens at birth.

ÅNative population - People born in either the United 
States, Puerto Rico, or a U.S. Island Area such as Guam or 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, or people born in a foreign 
country to a U.S. citizen parent(s).
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Age trend continues 
όƻǊΣ άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƭŘ ǎƻƴƎΦέύ
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Almost 1 in 5 Stamford 
residents are between 
25-34, in contrast to area

US Census, 2010



Population Change % by Age Groups 
2000 to 2010
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FC Pop 45-54 and 55-64 
jumped 20% & 30%

FC pop 25-34 and 35-44 
dropped 10% and 15%
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FC Workers: Less younger, more older
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47% of LF is 45 and 
older; 39% in 2000

53 % of LF is under 45; 
61% in 2000

American Community Survey 2005-2009 5 yr estimates



You laugh . . .

ÅNotre Dame University 
study quantifies the 
relationship between the 
availability of household 
appliances and the 
participation of married 
women in the workforce 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΦ

ÅAs the proportion of 
appliances increased from 
11% to 28%, proportion 
of married women in Lf 
rose from 33 to 43%

Harvard Business Review, Notre Dame University
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Women at Work

31
35

40
43

49

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Historical

% Women in 
Workforce 
US

44.5

45

45.5

46

46.5

47

47.5

48

48.5

49

49.5

1990 2000 2009

US

Conn

Fairfield 
County

25
US Census, 1990, 2000 and ACS 2009



Women at Work

Å 60% of women 16 and older 
were either working or looking 
for work in 2009

ÅWomen comprise 46.8% of LF 
with projection to 46.9% in 
2018

Å 74% of employed women 
work FT; 26% PT

ÅWomen are projected to 
account for 51.2% of increase 
in LF growth between 2008 -
2018

26
Quick Stats on Women Workers, 2009, US BLS



The Baby Boom Wave

ÅIn 2000, the median age of the US population 
reached 35.3 ςthe highest in our history; 37.3 
in Fairfield County

ÅIn 2010, the median age in US was 35.8 and 
39.5 in Fairfield County

ÅOf the 5 yr age groups, 60-64 experienced 
largest growth in US (56%) and in Fairfield 
County (38%) from 2000- 2010

US Census, 2000 and 2010
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Origin and Movement 1990 to 2009
NATIVE/FOREIGN BORN POPULATION GROWTH 

1990 2000 2009

Number % Number % Number %

Native pop 726,684 88% 733,529 83% 723,441 80%

Born in CT 384,885 47% 399,184 45% 389,674 44%

Born in another 
state

314,957 38% 308,179 35% 304,554 33%

Born outside of US 26,842 3% 36,166 3% 23,892 3%

Foreign born 100,961 12% 149,038 17% 174723 20%

TOTAL Pop 827,645 882,567 901,208

US Census, 1990, 2000 and ACS 2009
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Babies Born to Foreign Born Mothers
2007-2009

Babies Born to Foreign Born
% of Pop that is 

Foreign Born

Fairfield County 1 in 3 20%

Bridgeport 1 in 3 (38%) 25%

Danbury Almost 1 in 2 (43%) 30%

Norwalk 1 in 3 23%

Stamford More than 1 in 2 (60%) 36%

CT 1 in 5 13%

Westchester 1 in 3 (39%) 24%

NYCo 1 in 3 (35%) 28%

NYS 1 in 3 20%

US 1 in 5 12%

American Community Survey Estimates, US Census, 2007-2009 3-yr estimates
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Education ςAchievement Gap 2010

% At /Above Goal % At /Above Goal

Math Science Reading Writing Math Science Reading WritingGroup

State 48.9 45.5 45.9 59.6 Greenwich 72.2 64.8 66.2 81.3

Black 13.8 13.7 16.3 31.9 Black 31.8 26.1 27.3 45.5

Hispanic 18.8 16.1 18.4 32.5 Hispanic 39.2 32.5 33.8 61.5

White 61.5 57.8 57 70.3 White 78.7 71.6 72.5 85.8

Asian Am 64.9 57.8 60.2 75.4 Asian Am 79.1 65.1 72.1 83.7

Am. Indian 43.8 35.1 34.8 44.8 - - - -

Bridgeport 10.3 8.6 9.9 21.4 New Canaan 84.9 80.5 84.9 89.5

Black 6.9 5.8 9.3 20.8 Black - - - -

Hispanic 9.1 8.8 8.2 18.8 Hispanic - - - -

White 26.1 18.9 18.7 36 White - - - -

Asian Am 32.4 18.9 18.4 27 Asian Am 85.6 81.6 85.6 89.8

Am. Indian - - - - Am. Indian - - - -

Darien 80.4 66.8 78.5 89 Norwalk 31.2 33.5 36.7 51.1

Black - - - - Black 11.2 17.9 18.6 31.7

Hispanic - - - -

White - - - - Hispanic 19.5 20.1 24.1 34.3

Asian Am 81 66.9 78.8 90.5 White 51.3 53.8 58.1 74.6

Am. Indian - - - - Asian Am 55.6 42.9 51.9 82.1

Fairfield 66.3 67.2 66.7 82.1 Am. Indian - - - -

Black 8.3 25 20.8 37.5 Stamford 34.5 31.7 33.5 47.8

Hispanic 37.3 36.7 31.7 52.5 Black 9.8 9.3 11 22.5

White 71.2 72.2 72 86.7 Hispanic 13.2 12.4 14.4 31.3

Asian Am 73.7 68.4 72.2 86.5 White 56.5 52.1 52.5 68.7

Am. Indian - - - - Asian Am 69.5 57.6 64.4 69.5

CT Dept of Education, Connecticut Mastery Test, 2011; 

http://www.ctreports.com/

% 3rd graders at or above state goal by race/ethnicity
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Educational Attainment Total

Native 

Born

Foreign

Born

H.S. dropouts 8.3 5.5 20.2

H.S. graduates, with no post-secondary 

schooling 29.0 28.6 31.0

Some College, no degree 20.8 22.5 13.5

Associate degree 7.7 8.0 6.6

Bachelors degree 20.1 21.1 15.7

Masters or higher degree 14.0 14.3 12.9

Excerpted from Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University, for Govõs Summit on Dropout 

Prevention, Oct. 2009

Percent of 18-64 Year Old Resident Population
in Connecticut by Their Level of Educational Attainment and 
Nativity Status, 2005-2007
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Å High school dropouts, no GED 22,516

Å ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ !/{ άǳƴŘŜǊŎƻǳƴǘέ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǊƻǇƻǳǘǎ 2,501

Å 18-24 year olds with a GED in 2007 10,011

Å Projected number of high school students who will drop out 2,198

before receiving a regular diploma

Å Total, above four groups 37,226

Å Total 18-24 Year Old Population 300,223

Å Dropouts as a share of the 18-24 Year Old Population 12.4%

Estimating the Number of 18-24 Year Olds Who Left 
High School Without a Regular Diploma:

Excerpted from Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern 

University, for Govõs Summit on Dropout Prevention, Oct. 2009
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National Employment Trends

Å Hiring in select areas ςhealth care, education, fin svcs, govt

Å Length of unemployment increases; 
ï In 2007 <3% unemployed who found work were jobless for >52 weeks; 

jumps to 11% in 2010 

Å Unemployment among college grads ½ ƴŀǘΩƭrate

ÅMay showed smallest gain of jobs since Septemberand43% less 
than estimates

Å 99ers number 2+m in US; 41k in CT, 8,250 in SW CT

Å U-6 ςlabor underutilization ςrose 4 straight years to 15.% in 2010 ς
highest rate in eight years

US BLS, The WorkPlaceInc. (99ers) 34



Length of Unemployment Surging in US
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Length of Unemployment Surging
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Length of Unemployment Surging

Å! άффŜǊέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
exhausted the max. number of weeks of 
unemployment insurance benefits they can 
receive and remains unemployed

ÅApprox. 2+ million nationally

Å40,799 in Conn

ÅApprox. 8,250 in SW CT
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Employment & Wages:
A matter of degree
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Local Economic Indicators

ÅEmployment Trends

ÅJobs

ÅHousing

ÅOffice Market
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Regional Employment Trends

ÅNY and FC have been gaining 
jobs for more than a year

ÅNJ expanding only in past few 
months

ÅNY unempl 8%

ÅNJ unempl9.3 ςstate/local 
govtsector seen most of job 
loss ςdown 6% over 2009; 
private sector gains seen this 
spring

NY Fed Regional briefing, May 2011 40

At press time: 4 of 12 Federal 
Reserve Boards, including NY, 
report sluggish growth in April and 
May



NY Fed Regional briefing, May 2011
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